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„ DEC 3 0 2002 ^ 
\ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OfFICE% -p 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned ^ \^ 



In re Application of: 
Shuqi Chen 
Application No: 09/782,732 
Filed: February 13, 2001 
For: Sample Processing Device and Method 



Art Unit: 2856 \ ^ c2 

Attorney Document No.: IQA-005.o£> 
(22197-501) \ % 



CERTIFICATE OF FIRST CLASS MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First 
Class Mail, postage prepaid, "Post Office to Addressee", in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231, on December 21, Z ooz 



Signature 'Keftkvj R\CHAftfc> 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT ^ -o 
UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(c) ^ ^ 

o , rn 

Commissioner for Patents 5 cp ^ 

Washington, DC 20231 ? ^ 3 

Sir: % 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97 (c)(2), submitted herewith on Fqrm PTO-1449 is 

a list of additional references that have been identified by Applicants. 
Copies of references BA-BS and CA-CF are provided herewith. 

In compliance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and 1.97, Applicants have cited 
for the Examiner's consideration certain co-pending U.S. Patent applications that are owned at 
least in part by the assignee of this application, that describe subject matter related to the present 
invention. The co-pending applications are listed herewith in accordance with M.P.E.P. 609 
IILD which states: "Applicants may wish to list U.S. patent application numbers on other than 
form PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08A and 08B format to avoid the application numbers of pending 
applications being published on the patent . If a citation is not printed on the patent but has been 
considered by the examiner in accordance with this section, the patented file will reflect that fact 
as noted in subsection III.C(2) above." 

No copies of the co-pending applications have been provided. If the Examiner wishes to 
have copies of the^o-pending applications, Examiner should contact the Attorney of record. 

20/531979.1 
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Our Docket No. 


S.N. 


Filing 
Date 


Title 


IQA-003.02 


09/910,233 


07/20/01 


Fluid Sample Testing System 


IQA-004.01 


09/339,055 


06/23/99 


Multi-Layer Testing Column 


IQA-007.01 


10/241,816 


09/11/02 


Sample Vessels 



This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art 
exists. Nor does it constitute an admission that the cited documents and/or applications are 
material or constitute "prior art." If the Examiner applies the listed documents and/or 
applications as prior art against any claim in the application and Applicants determine that the 
cited documents and/or applications do not constitute prior art under United States law, 
Applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law regarding the 
appropriate status of such documents and/or applications. Applicants further reserve the right to 
take appropriate action to establish the patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed 
documents and/or applications, should one or more of the referenced documents and/or 
applications be applied against the claims of the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
applications and indicate each document was considered by making appropriate notations on the 
attached Form PTO-1449. 

No fee is believed due. If a fee is occasioned or if extensions of time are necessary, 
please credit any overpayment or charge any fee deficiency to Deposit Account, No. 06-1448. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Date: iz/z^l loZ 
Customer No: 25181 

Patent Group Reg. No. 39,26 1 

Foley, Hoag & Eliot LLP 
One Post Office Square 
Boston, MA 02109-2170 
Tel. (617) 832-1000 
Fax (617) 832-7000 
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